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About 790 million people still lacked access to
electricity in 2018, and there are clear indications that
the goal of universal access, a key to the fulfillment of
SDG 7, will not be reached by 2030. Developing
countries are typically endowed with great renewable
potential that is limitedly tapped. To bridge the access
gap in a sustainable and cost-effective manner, an
extensive deployment of renewable energy systems will
be needed in the coming years, considering both on-
grid capacity expansion and off-grid systems, and either
standalone grids or minigrids. Therefore, this Special
Issue focuses on the role that renewables can play in
resolving this global issue, within a wide-angle
approach. Contributions on the optimal design,
implementation, and management of renewable
systems are welcome, regardless of the electricity
delivery mode, as well as papers tackling all the other
factors that directly or indirectly support their
implementation, such as understanding demand
patterns and estimating load profiles, rural
electrification planning, effective business models,
supportive policies and regulation, productive uses of
electricity and socioeconomic impacts.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international Open
Access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. Sustainability publishes
original research articles, review articles and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of
sustainability-based measures and activities.
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