
Special Issue
Urban-Rural Integration in the
Context of Sustainable
Development and
Environmental Protection
Message from the Guest Editors
This Special Issue aims at analyzing how harnessing
linkages between urban and rural areas can potentially
reduce spatial disparities, and the emphasis is placed
on examining the flows of people, goods, money and
information between rural and urban areas, as well as
upon the linkages that form between different economic
sectors. Potential topics include but are not limited to
- Why the relationship between rural and urban is

transforming?
- How do these transformations affect the quality of

land use and cover change?
- Why uneven regional development occurs and how

economic growth is geographically varied?
- How urban–rural integration can potentially realign

uneven development?
- How an urban bias can lead to extractive and

discriminatory policies against the rural sector?
- What are the features of urban–rural integration in

special areas, like coastal areas, marine areas?
- How do human activities/behaviors affect urban–rural

integrations?

Guest Editors
Prof. Dr. Huan Li
Department of Land Resources Management, School of Public
Management, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou 310018,
China

Dr. Jue Wang
Department of Geography, Geomatics and Environment, University of
Toronto Mississauga, Mississauga, ON, Canada

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (15 March 2024)

Sustainability

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.3
CiteScore 7.7

mdpi.com/si/128523
Sustainability
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
sustainability@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
sustainability

https://www.mdpi.com/si/128523
https://mdpi.com/journal/sustainability


Sustainability

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.3
CiteScore 7.7

mdpi.com/journal/
sustainability

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international Open
Access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. Sustainability publishes
original research articles, review articles and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of
sustainability-based measures and activities.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Marc A. Rosen
Faculty of Engineering and Applied Science, University of Ontario
Institute of Technology, Oshawa, ON L1G 0C5, Canada

Author Benefits

Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE and SSCI (Web of Science),
GEOBASE, GeoRef, Inspec, RePEc, CAPlus / SciFinder,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Environmental Studies) / CiteScore - Q1
(Geography, Planning and Development)

https://mdpi.com/journal/sustainability

