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Ecosystem services (ES) are the benefits people obtain
from ecosystems. In agriculture, ES are poorly exploited
for food security. Innovation should aim for use
efficiency, a safe environment, and local adaptation,
while tackling the major food security challenges in the
world which remain underinvestigated. It is necessary to
properly identify and address the linkages between ES
and food security without overlooking co-production,
trade-offs, gender, and cultural services, which are often
disregarded in research. Furthermore, local food
security both affects and is affected by global food
security. Finally, the multi-dimensional nature of food
security demands that research gives equal importance
to its socio-economic and environmental aspects.

This Special Issue seeks to contribute to the ES and
food security agenda through enhanced scientific and
multi-disciplinary knowledge, in order to examine
interactions between themes such as crop resource use
efficiencies and to include all production and non-
production aspects of food security and ES in future
roles for integrated assessment models.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. The journal publishes original
research articles, reviews, conference proceedings
(peer reviewed full articles) and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.
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