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In complex socio-ecological systems, human well-being
and sustainable development of society ultimately
depend on the ecosystem services provided by nature.
The spatial mismatch of the supply, flow, and demand of
ecosystem services, such as food supply, flood
regulation, and carbon sequestration, can have a non-
negligible impact on the sustainable development of
human society. At the same time, there are large
differences between different regional and spatial
scales in decision-making strategies for natural capital
management, conservation, and planning. Therefore,
there is an urgent need to address the challenge of
disconnected policies at multiple scales from the
perspective of differences in strategic objectives.

It  is essential to integrate ecosystem services into
decision-making. Recent ecosystem services-related
research aims to inform multiple policy sectors, but only
a very small number of studies clearly address a
particular policy. To bridge the science-policy gap at this
level, assessment of decision effects from the
perspective of human well-being and social
sustainability is needed to better meet the requirements
of decision makers.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. The journal publishes original
research articles, reviews, conference proceedings
(peer reviewed full articles) and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.
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