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Industrial development has long been considered a
strong determinant of economic growth, but industrial
activities (some more than others) are also among the
main sources of pressure on the environment (e.g., air
and water pollution, waste generation and resource
consumption). At the same time, a large share of
industrial activities are spatially concentrated in
urbanized areas, determining increasing challenges.
Moreover, the industrialisation of regions involves a
variety of internal and external players and investment
activities, creating new stimuli and opportunities for the
green transition of local economies. In light of this, and
given that urban populations are expected to rise in the
coming years, the sustainable industrial development of
regions and cities becomes key to achieving a transition
to a just and climate-neutral economy. The objective of
this Special Issue is to analyse the critical economic,
environmental, and social challenges and opportunities
entailed by the sustainable urban-industrial
development.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international Open
Access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. Sustainability publishes
original research articles, review articles and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of
sustainability-based measures and activities.
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