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settlement systems around the world. Since the second
half of the 20th century, many villages and small towns
worldwide have confronted an increasingly severe
phenomenon of population contraction. Hence, how to
lead the sustainable development of depopulating
villages and small towns becomes an urgent problem to
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of papers to this Special Issue “Sustainable
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Situation of Population Contraction”. In doing so, we aim
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the research perspectives, methodologies and object
types of issues associated with the sustainable
development of villages and small towns, urban
shrinkage, urbanization, etc., and providing references
for possible intervention strategies and measures.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. The journal publishes original
research articles, reviews, conference proceedings
(peer reviewed full articles) and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.
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