
Special Issue
Exploring the Effect of Multi-
Method Approaches in Socio-
Ecological Systems
Message from the Guest Editors

Combining multi-method approaches has been widely
acknowledged as a way to improve the sustainability of
socio-ecological systems. This Special Issue aims to
advance the state of the art in the integration of different
types of knowledge, such as ecological, economic and
social and tacit, as well as combining quantitative with
qualitative approaches to support healthy socio-
ecological system management.   More sustainable
models are needed, in the form of transdisciplinary
approaches, to develop landscape transformation
solutions that acknowledge the economic, ecological
and social importance of ecosystems. This means
integrating socio-economic viability, as well as the
multifunctionality of different ecosystems, in a way that
stakeholders’ perceptions and values are considered.
The complexity associated with socio-ecological
systems, which has been increasing due to the impacts
of climate change and the lack of ecological-based
landscape planning (e.g., wild fires, droughts, and
floods), calls for new collaborative approaches to
support informed decision making to protect and
regenerate the natural environment.      

Guest Editors

Dr. Rita Lopes
CENSE, Center for Environmental and Sustainability Research, FCT-
NOVA CHANGE, Institute for Global Changes and Sustainability,
Follonica, Italy
Dr. Selma B. Pena
Linking Landscape, Environment, Agriculture and Food (LEAF),
Associate Laboratory TERRA, School of Agriculture, University of
Lisbon, Lisbon, Portugal

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (31 July 2024)

Sustainability

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.3
CiteScore 7.7

mdpi.com/si/166403
Sustainability
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
sustainability@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
sustainability

https://www.mdpi.com/si/166403
https://mdpi.com/journal/sustainability


Sustainability

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.3
CiteScore 7.7

mdpi.com/journal/
sustainability

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. The journal publishes original
research articles, reviews, conference proceedings
(peer reviewed full articles) and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.
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