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The challenge of humanity against the forces of nature
is a longstanding issue. Remarkable research has been
carried out towards the analysis and the prevention of
seismic risk. However, nowadays, complex and highly
organised societies, where human, social, political, and
environmental dimensions are strongly interconnected
and constantly evolving, pose new fascinating
challenges for research and development. The focus in
seismic risk prevention is no longer only on
safeguarding human life, but also on guaranteeing
undamaged or low-damaged infrastructures and
buildings, to preserve their contents and service
functionality, and on empowering communities to
become resilient by promoting their awareness and
capacities. This in the aim of continuing living and
working in the aftermath of a severe seismic event, and
guaranteeing a resilient recovery after a catastrophic
event by resuming timely pre-disaster conditions and by
promoting an improved new-normal, where changes
imposed by the disaster are turned into opportunities for
positive changes.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief
I encourage you to contribute a research or
comprehensive review article for consideration for
publication in Sustainability, an international Open
Access journal which provides an advanced forum for
research findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development. Sustainability publishes
original research articles, review articles and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of
sustainability-based measures and activities.
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