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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Both the urban and rural developments need to cope with
social, demographic, economic, governance, and
environmental challenges. Cities are growing very quickly
and the world’s population are expected to be highly
concentrated in urban areas, while the rural areas suffer
from rural population and economy decline in the near
future. It is obvious to see that the sustainability of our
planet is in greater danger than ever before.

The purpose of this Special Issue is to gather innovative
research contributions aiming to achieve sustainable
urban and rural development by applying relevant theories
and modelling approaches. Contents may consider but not
limited to analyzing the spatio-temporal characteristics of
our urban and rural dynamics, revealing the factors that
drive these changes, and projecting the future urban and
rural futures.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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