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Message from the Guest Editors

The fairness—and sustainability—of environmental
policies and practices depends on who benefits from,
provides/maintains services from, and controls
ecosystems. Increasingly, the theory and practice of both
environmental justice and ecosystem governance call for
the transformation of paternalistic or merely participatory
governance systems into inclusive systems of co-
governance. Inclusive co-governance systems involve all
those who are affected by a set of policy decisions in the
design and operation of the governance system by which
those policy decisions are made, thus going well beyond
mere public or stakeholder participation. Deeply
embedded structural inequalities and the complexities of
interrelationships among ecological systems, social
systems, and governance institutions make the design and
implementation of just and sustainable co-governance
systems especially challenging. This Special Issue seeks
both conceptual and empirical scholarship that
illuminates the features of environmentally just and
inclusive systems for the governance of ecosystems and
the services that they provide to communities and society.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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