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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Biodiversity constitutes a basic component of life at the
different scales at which it is expressed, from the genetic
variability of populations to the total number of taxons
existing on Earth and the many intermediate levels existing
in between. Biodiversity is essential to support the variety
of ecosystem services (including those still unknown)
which benefit human populations, from food to the
maintenance of landscape and scenic values, as well as for
providing basic resources for physical and emotional
health. However, Global Change is fueling an accelerated
loss of biodiversity, with cascading effects in many other
problems. The reduction of biodiversity is taking place at
multiple scales, from loss of genetic variability to extinction
of species at local and global levels, where the mass
extinction of species is estimated at rates several hundred
or thousands of times higher than background or natural
extinctions. Many scientists openly speak of a Sixth Mass
Extinction on a planetary scale.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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