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Message from the Guest Editors

As well known, the building sector is one of the most
energy consuming sectors in developed countries. It
accounts for 40% of the total energy consumption of the
EU member states and 36% of their CO 2 emissions.
Furthermore, about 35% of buildings in EU are over 50
years old.

To achieve the international targets on the limitation of
CO2 emissions, new solutions and strategies should be
implemented. In literature, residential buildings are usually
considered as case study, because their large spreading on
the territory and consequently the required energy
demand.

In this issue, the attention is focused on non-residential
buildings or large buildings, because they are usually
characterized by a high and more regular energy demand.
Consequently, each retrofit solution can potentially
produce high benefits for the environment.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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