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Message from the Guest Editors

In the arid and semi-arid areas, water resources are scarce
and the ecological environment is fragile. The
contradiction between water consumption for
socioeconomic development and water demand for
ecological environment protection is particularly
prominent. The sustainable development of social
economics in arid and semi-arid areas depends on the
sustainable use of water resources. However, in the context
of climate change, the hydrological cycle is undergoing
important changes, for example, affected by rising
temperature, the evapotranspiration will increase, the
beginning dates of spring snow melt may advance, and
affected by increased rainfall, the frequency of flood events
and flood peak flow may increase, etc. Therefore, the main
purpose of this Special Issue is to discuss the effects of
climate change on hydrological processes, runoff response
to climate change, ecological water demand, water supply
and social and economic sustainable development in arid
and semi-arid regions. It will provide a reference for
decision makers in arid and semi-arid regions to formulate
elaborate integrated water resources management
schemes and put forward climate change coping
strategies.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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