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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Sustainable urban systems are widely talked about, but
not yet implemented. Three problems prevent this: (i) A
very poor understanding of the system dynamics that
permit a city to function in a more sustainable manner; (ii)
an architectural approach to planning, which focuses
almost exclusively on individual buildings instead of a
connected urban fabric; (iii) the belief that we can solve the
problems of sustainability through technology alone.
Encouraged by industrial society and a superficial, formal
approach to design, these factors work against long-term
sustainability. We have to learn to optimize the energy and
network flows that drive a city. True sustainability can only
arise by implementing low-tech, low-cost, low-
maintenance solutions. This Special Issue welcomes
contributions on how to change the basic epistemology of
design. The goal is to abandon an abstract, visual
approach, to instead embrace adaptivity connected with
human needs and the natural environment.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Marc A. Rosen
Faculty of Engineering and
Applied Science, University of
Ontario Institute of Technology,
Oshawa, ON L1G 0C5, Canada

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international Open Access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable
development. Sustainability publishes original research
articles, review articles and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.
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