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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Pipelines are lifelines that play a vital role in transporting
energy and services in modern society. They are commonly
buried to provide environmental stability, thermal
insulation, and mechanical protection. Hence, the designs
of these lifelines are o*en impacted by the buried soil
condition. Onshore pipelines are usually buried above the
water table, where the soil moisture is partially saturated.
Such partial saturation may provide stability to the buried
pipeline under operational loads due to suction/water
meniscus effect, which can make soil stiffer and stronger.
On the other hand, externally imposed ground movements
can adversely impact the pipeline due to additional load
imposed by the effects of the soil’s partial saturation.

We are seeking contributions of experimental and
numerical investigations on evaluating the performance of
onshore/offshore pipelines under loadings. We also
encourage the submission of research works on new
developments of unsaturated soils as well as research
works aiming at the implementation of best practices or
strategies for safe pipeline operations.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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