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Message from the Guest Editors

Heavy metals are considered potentially toxic elements
(PET) for living organisms. Remediation of metal-
contaminated soils is inevitable for crop productivity and
safe food. Soil organic matter (SOM) is considered vital for
soils as its conversion into humus provides a reservoir for
the plant nutrients available in the soil for balanced plant
growth. Not only a source of readily available nutrients,
SOM also provides highly reactive functional groups and
charged species which may act as chelating agents for
metals. The binding of heavy metals with SOM may reduce
their bioavailability and ultimately toxicity to crop plants.
There is dire need for updated research in this regard. 

The present Special Issue is focused on: 

Strategies involved especially using soil organic
matter to reduce metal stress in crop plants
Effect of different sources of organic matter on
metals bioavailability to crop plants
Mechanisms involved in interaction of different
metals with organic functional groups
Economic evaluation of organic amendments for
reducing metals bioavailability
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Steve W. Lyon
School of Environment and
Natural Resources, Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH 43210,
USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international open access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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