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In this Special Issue, we invite studies focusing on nontechnological solutions rather than technological
innovations (Ellen MacArthur Foundation et al., 2016).
Technological solutions alone are not suﬀicient to solve
this issue (Cordier and Uehara, 2019). Furthermore, a
solution must be feasible and eﬀective in the context of
SES. What kinds of non-technological solutions would be
feasible and able to eﬀectively reduce marine plastic
pollution and contribute to a desirable SES? This is the
research question addressed in this Special Issue, which
will accept original and review research that addresses the
following topics (non-exhaustive list):
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Social–ecological system modeling and simulation
analysis;
Governance (e.g., better regulation and control);
Nudges (e.g., governmental information campaigns,
information nudges, and default rules (Sunstein et
al., 2019));
Command and control policies (e.g., banning
single-use plastic products and forbidding planned
obsolescence of products);
etc
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I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international Open Access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer-reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainabilitybased measures and activities.
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