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Message from the Guest Editors

Forest payment for ecosystem services (forest PES) is a
clear and straightforward answer to the question of the
externality of forest ecosystem services. Water storage,
purifying services, carbon sequestration and storage
services, as well as recreational opportunities are o3en
provided for free by forest managers or owners to general
citizens or certain groups of individuals, resulting in the
insufficient supply of these services. If these unpaid
services are provided based on the exchange principle, that
is, ecosystem services for monetary or other rewards, the
services would be delivered at optimal levels. However,
past experiences have taught us that it is not that simple.
PES is difficult to implement because of several obstacles
such as high transaction costs and unclear owner rights.
Furthermore, critics claim that forest PES is ethically as well
as politically questionable. In this Special Issue, we
welcome contributions to innovations for overcoming
these and other obstacles and criticisms.  
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Marc A. Rosen
Faculty of Engineering and
Applied Science, University of
Ontario Institute of Technology,
Oshawa, ON L1G 0C5, Canada

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international Open Access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer-reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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