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Message from the Guest Editor

Climate is considered one of the most important
environmental factors controlling the distribution of
species and vegetation. According to the Fi'h Assessment
Report (AR5) (IPCC, 2014), the climate system is
unequivocally warming, and many of the changes seen
since the 1950s are unprecedented in either decades or
millennia. The global average combined land and ocean
surface temperature data calculated as a linear trend
showed a warming of 0.85 (0.65 to 1.06) °C (confidence
interval at 90%) in the period 1880 to 2012. The report also
shows that average precipitation over the mid-latitude
land areas in the Northern Hemisphere has increased since
1901 (medium confidence before and high confidence a'er
1951). The increase of global mean surface temperature by
the end of the 21st century (2081–2100) relative to 1986–
2005 is likely to be 0.3°C to 1.7°C under RCP2.6, 1.1°C to
2.6°C under RCP4.5, 1.4°C to 3.1°C under RCP6.0, and 2.6°C
to 4.8°C under RCP8.5.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Marc A. Rosen
Faculty of Engineering and
Applied Science, University of
Ontario Institute of Technology,
Oshawa, ON L1G 0C5, Canada

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international Open Access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer-reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainability-
based measures and activities.
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