
Special Issue
Microbial Community Structure
and Function in Soils
Message from the Guest Editors
This Special Issue of Soil Systems aims to expand the
current state of the art regarding soil microbial
communities. Soils harbour the most diverse and
complex microbiome on Earth. Soil microorganisms
display high metabolic and functional diversity, being
involved in nutrient and carbon transformations and
shaping the soil habitat through various biogeochemical
and biophysical mechanisms, thus representing a key
factor of soil resilience. These functions are part of the
basis of the so-called “ecosystem services”, which are
vital to humans and the environment. Microorganisms
are therefore vital for the overall functioning, stability,
and sustainability of the ecosystem, determining soil’s
fertility and health. Authors are invited to submit their
works on soil microorganisms, including the
characterization of their communities and their inter-
and intra-kingdom interactions, the definition of their
ecosystem functions, as well as the application of novel
methodologies for the study of these communities.
Research, review and opinion articles concerning our
current knowledge of soil microbial communities and
their ecosystem functions are invited.

Guest Editors

Dr. Roberta Pastorelli
Research Centre for Agriculture and Environment, Council for
Agricultural Research and Economics (CREA-AA), 50125 Florence, Italy
Dr. Sara Del Duca
Research Centre for Agriculture and Environment, Council for
Agricultural Research and Economics (CREA-AA), 50125 Florence, Italy

Deadline for manuscript submissions
30 November 2026

Soil Systems

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.5
CiteScore 5.4

mdpi.com/si/201513
Soil Systems
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
soilsystems@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
soilsystems

https://www.mdpi.com/si/201513
https://mdpi.com/journal/soilsystems


Soil Systems

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.5
CiteScore 5.4

mdpi.com/journal/
soilsystems

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Heike Knicker
Group of Interactions Between Soils, Plants and Microorganisms,
Departament of Food Biotechnology, Instituto de la Grasa (IG-CSIC),
41012 Sevilla, Spain

Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science), GEOBASE,
AGRIS, PubAg, GeoRef, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other
databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Soil Science) / CiteScore - Q1 (Earth-Surface
Processes)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 29.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).

https://mdpi.com/journal/soilsystems

