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Margaret Hamilton, an American computer scientist,
coined the term “Software Engineering” in the 1960s,
leading the development of flight software for NASA’s
Apollo program. Despite her foundational work, only
5.17% of software developers today are women, and the
profession remains male-dominated. Intersectionality, a
framework to understand overlapping identities and
systemic inequalities, is instrumental in examining
gender disparities within software engineering (SE).
Studies indicate that gender-diverse teams experience
fewer challenges and improved productivity. In open-
source software (OSS), research highlights gender
barriers and under-representation, which impact
participation and quality. Further, biases in SE,
perpetuated by unconscious stereotyping in education
and workplace settings, contribute to the gender
imbalance, limiting opportunities for women. This
Special Issue focuses on the intersection of gender
diversity and SE, featuring contributions about
interventions, about how to measure and address
gender biases within SE, as well as about female role
models in software architecture, AI, and cybersecurity.
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Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 28.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.2
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
APC discount vouchers, optional signed peer review, and
reviewer names published annually in the journal.
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