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This Special Issues addresses the role of the profession
of social work and its place as an essential front-line
discipline largely hidden from view behind other health
professionals. Social workers across different countries
have been actively engaged with crisis interventions,
and the provision of ongoing social support as
individuals and families have been thrown into rolling
periods of lockdown and social isolation, with an
increasing need for mental health services and
economic assistance. For this Special Issue, we are
seeking both empirical papers of social work activities
and interventions throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Papers could include research on how social work has
responded to complex health issues; social work as a
frontline, essential service; social work as a political
activity and advocacy role; social work with children,
families, and older people and social work responses to
increased mental health crises/domestic and family
violence/homelessness/unemployment/social isolation
and exclusion. Papers would also be welcome on social
work service shifts to online delivery as a response to
COVID-19 lockdowns and the implications for
effectiveness and outcomes.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Social Sciences is an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across
all disciplines of the social sciences including
anthropology, criminology, economics, education,
geography, history, law, linguistics, political science,
psychology, social policy, social work, sociology and
related areas. The journal is especially interested in
interdisciplinary research, and aims to facilitate the
interaction and communication between different social
scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the
journal’s standards of quality and originality.
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