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Over the last two years of “the age of Trump”, the
material conditions of life for marginalized and
oppressed groups in the United States and globally has
significantly worsened (Girard 2017, Gonzalez et al.
2018); the civic culture is regularly defiled by open
expressions of everyday bigotry and the empowerment
of organized hate groups (Gordon 2017, James 2017,
Niewert 2017, Pollard 2018, Schecter 2017, Taylor 2018);
and ordinary citizens increasingly encounter
obstructions to meaningful democratic participation and
in the decisions affecting their lives (Box 2017,
Chemerinsky 2017). These circumstances provide the
impetus for this Special Issue. By “the age of Trump” we
refer not only to the policies and politics of the Trump
Administration, but also to the debasement of civic
culture and public discourse, and, critically, the perils to
civic participation and representative democracy itself.
For fuher reading, visit the Special Issue Website.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Social Sciences is an international, open access, peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across
all disciplines of the social sciences, including
anthropology, economics, law, linguistics, education,
geography, history, political science, psychology,
sociology, and other related areas. The journal is
especially interested in interdisciplinary research, and
aims to encourage creative, innovative, and critical
reflections across social science disciplines. The journal
welcomes conventional length articles, shorter
Research Notes or articles, as well as Special Issue
submissions, as long as they meet the journal’s
standards of quality and originality.
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