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The inspiration for this Special Issue is to build on recent
calls in a number of countries for criminal code policy
change to decriminalize sex work as the best evidence-
based strategy to reduce harms experienced by sex
workers. Empirical papers that report research
highlighting the structural factors (e.g., material
hardship, poverty, insecure housing, multi-generational
impacts of colonization, stigma, etc.) that play a key role
in predisposing sex workers to elevated risk for social
disadvantage and discuss other “structural
interventions” beyond decriminalization of sex work are
encouraged. Structural interventions refer to public
health and other macro-level strategies that bridge
rights and policies and promote health, well-being and
dignity for sex workers by altering the structural context
within which their health and safety is produced and
reproduced. Papers that centre the voices of sex
workers in recommendations for structural interventions
to improve their life chances and realize their
capabilities are especially welcomed. Submissions from
disadvantaged regions of the globe are especially
welcomed.

Guest Editors
Prof. Dr. Cecilia M. Benoit
Canadian Institute for Substance Use Research, University of Victoria,
Victoria, BC V8P 5C2, Canada

Dr. Andrea Mellor
Social Dimensions of Health Program, University of Victoria, Victoria,
BC V8P 5C2, Canada

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (10 October 2023)

Social
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 1.7
CiteScore 3.1

mdpi.com/si/99477
Social Sciences
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
socsci@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
socsci

https://www.mdpi.com/si/99477
https://mdpi.com/journal/socsci


Social
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 1.7
CiteScore 3.1

mdpi.com/journal/
socsci

About the Journal
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Social Sciences is an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across
all disciplines of the social sciences including
anthropology, criminology, economics, education,
geography, history, law, linguistics, political science,
psychology, social policy, social work, sociology and
related areas. The journal is especially interested in
interdisciplinary research, and aims to facilitate the
interaction and communication between different social
scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the
journal’s standards of quality and originality.
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