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The concept of “climate refugees” has been salient
since the 1980s, but it has taken on special urgency in
recent decades. With this attention the concept has
become the subject of contentious debates focusing on
definitions, demographic estimates, time horizons, and
the complex interplay between environmental change
and human migration. The considerations are further
complicated by legal and historical questions about
refugee protection and migration regimes. Some
scholars are keen to explore accountability and justice
questions—e.g., advanced-industrialized countries are
responsible for the greenhouse gas emissions that
contribute to the climate change that displaces people
in the Global South. Others are focusing on the
implications for national and international security—i.e.,
climate change is a “threat multiplier” that will
destabilize countries and regions with people on the
move.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Social Sciences is an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across
all disciplines of the social sciences including
anthropology, criminology, economics, education,
geography, history, law, linguistics, political science,
psychology, social policy, social work, sociology and
related areas. The journal is especially interested in
interdisciplinary research, and aims to facilitate the
interaction and communication between different social
scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the
journal’s standards of quality and originality.
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