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Online disinformation, in multiple formats, continues to
threaten contemporary societies, negatively affecting
public and democratic institutions. 

Faced with a media ecosystem in total disarray, it is
important to discuss the role of journalism in the midst
of a disinformation crisis where the truth is eroded and
journalists are losing authority. Personal convictions
based on stereotypes and prejudices seem increasingly
decisive when it comes to making judgments about
information. The journalist is no longer the exclusive
gatekeeper of news. Due to programmatic ad
distribution, disinformation competes with digital
journalism for the audience’s attention on the same
platforms, with similar business models.

Confronted with the chaotic scenario of communication,
fact checking emerged as a movement to restore the
public’s trust, but also to reform the role of journalism in
the construction of public knowledge. If the Western
model of journalism is to play a role in 21st century
liberal democracies, fact checkers are an essential step
in overcoming the poisonous disinformation
environment that social media has created around it.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Social Sciences is an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across
all disciplines of the social sciences including
anthropology, criminology, economics, education,
geography, history, law, linguistics, political science,
psychology, social policy, social work, sociology and
related areas. The journal is especially interested in
interdisciplinary research, and aims to facilitate the
interaction and communication between different social
scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the
journal’s standards of quality and originality.
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