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There is longstanding and widespread evidence of
profound differences in reported levels, experiences
and outcomes of child abuse and neglect, between
countries, between areas within countries, and between
subgroups of children and parents. Such differences
have been related to poverty and social class, race and
ethnicity, child and parental disability and poor health,
gender, age and sexual orientation, as well as to law,
policy and practice. Currently, an inequalities
perspective is very underdeveloped in child protection
research and discourse by comparison with the focus
on inequalities in health and in education. This Special
Issue of Social Sciences aims to promote the
theoretical, methodological and empirical development
of such an inequalities perspective. We welcome
submissions from authors with a wide range of
disciplinary backgrounds in order to establish new
thinking and new evidence about child protection
inequalities internationally.
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Social Sciencesis an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across
all disciplines of the social sciences including
anthropology, criminology, economics, education,
geography, history, law, linguistics, political science,
psychology, social policy, social work, sociology and
related areas. The journal is especially interested in
interdisciplinary research, and aims to facilitate the
interaction and communication between different social
scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the
journal’s standards of quality and originality.
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