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The rise of social media as a primary information source
and the decline of legacy media have altered
consumption patterns. We have seen ideologically
driven information choice, exacerbated polarization, and
the intentional manipulation of social media to deceive
the public. Two strands of research extend from this
new environment: misinformation, the unintentional
spreading of false information; and disinformation, the
intentional spreading of false information. The two are
areas of great concern for democratic governance and
expanding fields of research in political communication.
This Special Issue will cover topics related to the rise of
misinformation and disinformation. These topics may
include but are not limited to how misinformation and
disinformation spread via social media, recursive effects
of mis- and disinformation on legacy media, patterns of
misinformation and disinformation going viral, effects on
the mass public, propaganda, social media’s role as a
misinformation and disinformation amplifier, information
literacy’s relationship to misinformation and
disinformation, and the implications of misinformation
and disinformation for democracy.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Social Sciences is an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across
all disciplines of the social sciences including
anthropology, criminology, economics, education,
geography, history, law, linguistics, political science,
psychology, social policy, social work, sociology and
related areas. The journal is especially interested in
interdisciplinary research, and aims to facilitate the
interaction and communication between different social
scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the
journal’s standards of quality and originality.
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