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This Special Issue delves into the contested terrain of
sport: sport as a site of debate, negotiation and conflict
involving diverse interest groups, competing ideas and
contrasting beliefs. Examples include the processes of
gaining recognition and legitimacy for new sports (eg.
the recent entry of breakdancing into the 2024 Paris
Olympics and the increasing pressure to include e-
sports). Contested terrain can also extend far beyond
this to include the use of sport for peace and
development or as a strategic target for terrorists. Our
aim is to showcase novel research that illustrates the
contested terrain of sport within the broad intersections
of sociology, politics and policy. We invite papers that
address one or more of the following topics: sociology of
sport; sport policy; new and alternative sports: from e-
sport to breakdancing; sport integrity; Indigenous sport;
trans athletes and sport policy; sporting identities; sport
mega-events; sport media; sport mega-events; sport,
diplomacy and foreign policy; sports activism; sport
gambling and match-fixing; sport and national identity;
sport and wellbeing; sport and the environment.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Social Sciencesis an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across
all disciplines of the social sciences including
anthropology, criminology, economics, education,
geography, history, law, linguistics, political science,
psychology, social policy, social work, sociology and
related areas. The journal is especially interested in
interdisciplinary research, and aims to facilitate the
interaction and communication between different social
scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the
journal’s standards of quality and originality.
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