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Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs; child
maltreatment, household dysfunction) occur in children
across all races/ethnicities and income levels. However,
minoritized children (e.g., black, Indigenous, and people
of color/global majority) often cope with additional
adversities within their social ecologies due to systemic
inequality. Although studies on ACEs have expanded to
examine how children interact with their environments,
research addressing upstream factors (i.e., system
inequality) that raise the risk for ACEs among children is
limited. We need to expand the research on the causes
of ACEs (e.g., racism, neighborhood violence, and
poverty) and go beyond studies on the effects of ACEs
on a person. We are interested in research that
examines how systemic inequality impacts children’s
lives to better understand the relationship among the
access to resources, high-risk environments, and ACEs.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Social Sciences is an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across
all disciplines of the social sciences including
anthropology, criminology, economics, education,
geography, history, law, linguistics, political science,
psychology, social policy, social work, sociology and
related areas. The journal is especially interested in
interdisciplinary research, and aims to facilitate the
interaction and communication between different social
scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the
journal’s standards of quality and originality.
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