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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

The development of scrutiny by committees in a variety of
legislatures, assemblies, authorities and parliaments has
been a significant trend this century, for example reforms
to British local government led to the establishment of a
plethora of committees with specific scrutiny roles. This
trend has drawn, for example, on the praise showered on
congressional committees in the US and acknowledged
achievements of the departmental select committees of
the UK House of Commons.  This special edition seeks to
develop scholarship in this field particularly through
theorising the subject and constructing comparative
examples. We welcome articles on committee scrutiny in a
broad interpretation of theme which incorporates all tiers
of government as well as similar democratic arrangements
in membership organisations, for example students’
unions. We particularly welcome papers that offer
innovative approaches to theory and evaluative
methodology as well as those that cover countries and
institutions neglected or marginalised in the contemporary
literature.

Dr. Michael Cole
Dr. Jiajing Sun
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Social Sciences is an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across all
disciplines of the social sciences including anthropology,
criminology, economics, education, geography, history,
law, linguistics, political science, psychology, social policy,
social work, sociology and related areas. The journal is
especially interested in interdisciplinary research, and aims
to facilitate the interaction and communication between
different social scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the journal’s
standards of quality and originality.
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