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Message from the Guest Editors

In response to climate change, social inequality and
environmental degradation, citizens in various countries
developed grassroot forms of civic engagement. It appears
that civic engagement has turned to the local and the
material in order to establish alternative socio-material
orders. Community supported agriculture, zero-waste-
networks, community gardens, repair cafés, upcycling
projects, eco-villages, energy cooperatives, slow food, and
green mobility are just a few examples for this
development. These phenomena have been studied under
conceptual frameworks such as grassroots innovations,
real utopias, degrowth, prefigurative politics of sustainable
lifestyle, conviviality or solidarity economy. They have
promoted a turn towards material objects, infrastructures,
bodily practices, emotions, and tangible space within the
research of social-ecological transformation. Most of the
studies in this field address questions of how to scale-up
related practices or interpret this development as part of
movement mobilization that try to decrease the
dominance of growth economy in everyday life.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Social Sciences is an international open access peer-
reviewed journal publishing the latest research across all
disciplines of the social sciences including anthropology,
criminology, economics, education, geography, history,
law, linguistics, political science, psychology, social policy,
social work, sociology and related areas. The journal is
especially interested in interdisciplinary research, and aims
to facilitate the interaction and communication between
different social scientific disciplines. The journal welcomes
conventional length articles as well as shorter Research
Notes or short articles, as long as they meet the journal’s
standards of quality and originality.
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