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Advocacy is a mechanism to secure the rights and
represent the interests of, as well as obtain the
appropriate services needed for, vulnerable groups, so
as to ensure dignity and promote inclusion, equality, and
social justice. All models of advocacy share a theoretical
commitment to social justice and a methodological
activism that has been explained as ‘an idea that
mobilises people to act in order to bring about change’.
At a community level, advocacy has been a valuable tool
used by various stakeholders to address issues
experienced by vulnerable groups within the
communities they serve, as well as the diverse, multi-
layered, and ever changing social, political, economic,
and cultural context this work takes place in. This
Special Issue aims to explore this dynamic and
illuminate the protection of vulnerable groups and their
rights for advocacy. We are interested in the ways that
community initiatives and grassroots PAR approaches
have been employed to provide rights-based support for
vulnerable groups in various contexts, and how these
may be used to inform further social policy change
based on vulnerable groups' protection and rights.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Societies (ISSN 2075-4698) is an interdisciplinary
journal that brings together different scientific
approaches to engage with societal questions to
enhance our understanding of the social realm
throughout history. The journal publishes original
empirical research papers, literature reviews, and
conceptual papers. Our aim is to publish papers that
have a significant impact on addressing present and
emerging societal questions. Therefore, we encourage
researchers to publish their results in as much detail as
possible. For empirical research papers and literature
reviews, all experimental details must be provided, so
that the results are reproducible. We also encourage the
publication of timely theoretical pieces on topics of
interest to existing and emerging societal questions.
Papers are either published in the open journal or in
Special Issues devoted to specific topics of interest to
the field.
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