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Sample preparation still is a key part in the whole
analytical procedure, since it enriches the compounds
of interest to enhance the sensitivity of the method and
enables the clean-up of complex matrices to ride out
the interferences. There are different types of sample
preparation techniques such as solid-phase extraction,
solid-phase microextraction or pressurized liquid
extraction, which uses depends on the physical state of
the sample (solid, liquid or gas) as well as the chemical
properties of the compounds (i.e. polarity). Anyhow,
research is still on-going to improve the well-
established sample preparation techniques and to
implement novel strategies in this field. In recent years,
because of the emergence of high-tech technology, one
of the goals in sample preparation techniques has been
focused on achieving effective clean-up of the samples.
Other goals are moving towards automatization,
miniaturization and reduction/elimination of the organic
solvents. This Special Issue invites original research
articles or reviews on the development, evaluation and
application of novel sample preparation techniques. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Separations offers the scientific community a high-
quality, open-access journal option with rapid time-to-
publication without any sacrifice of a rigorous peer-
review process. We invite contributions ranging from
fundamental characterization and instrumentation
development through application of techniques to shed
light on a broad spectrum of separation science needs.
Since inception, Separations, has become unique in its
combination of rapid publication and thorough scientific
content. We invite you to consider us for your next
contribution.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), CAPlus /
SciFinder, and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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