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Message from the Guest Editor
Large quantities of contaminants of emerging concerns
(CECs) are released into water bodies every day. These
micropollutants include not only natural and synthetic
chemicals (pesticides, pharmaceuticals, personal care
products, drugs of abuse, surfactants, food additives,
and industrial chemicals) but also their transformation
products that naturally form in the environment. In
particular, sunlight photodegradation, hydrolysis
reactions, or microbial degradation can occur together
or individually to contribute to the formation of unknown
CEC transformation products. Liquid chromatography
coupled with mass spectrometry due to its sensitivity
and selectivity is the choice technique for the
identification and the determination of CECs at ultra-
trace level in surface water.

This Special Issue will be comprised of research articles,
short communications, and reviews related to the
identification of CEC transformation products in surface
water by UHPLC-MS/MS methods, giving a broad
overview for their monitoring and future regulation.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Separations offers the scientific community a high-
quality, open-access journal option with rapid time-to-
publication without any sacrifice of a rigorous peer-
review process. We invite contributions ranging from
fundamental characterization and instrumentation
development through application of techniques to shed
light on a broad spectrum of separation science needs.
Since inception, Separations, has become unique in its
combination of rapid publication and thorough scientific
content. We invite you to consider us for your next
contribution.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), CAPlus /
SciFinder, and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.3 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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