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Message from the Guest Editors
Sludge is an inevitable by-product generated by the
transformation of pollutants or sediments converted
from pollutants during wastewater treatment or water
environment remediation processes. Various toxic
substances, such as pathogens, heavy metals, and
organic pollutants, make the safe disposal of sludge a
crucial step for the secondary pollution control of water
pollution control. High moisture content is one of the
main limiting factors of the resource/energy recovery
and disposal of sludge. Dewatering can minimize the
sludge volume, facilitate the transportation, and
increase the calorific value. Thus, dewatering commonly
acts as the essential step of different sludge treatment
routines. However, sludge presents a stable state with
water–solid infiltration, which is difficult to be dewatered
without pretreatment. Aiming at highly efficient
dewatering of sludge, the multiple influencing factors on
sludge dewaterability should be systematically analyzed
and more efforts should be devoted to improving sludge
dewaterability by various approaches with minimal
consumption of chemicals and energy.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Separations offers the scientific community a high-
quality, open-access journal option with rapid time-to-
publication without any sacrifice of a rigorous peer-
review process. We invite contributions ranging from
fundamental characterization and instrumentation
development through application of techniques to shed
light on a broad spectrum of separation science needs.
Since inception, Separations, has become unique in its
combination of rapid publication and thorough scientific
content. We invite you to consider us for your next
contribution.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), CAPlus /
SciFinder, and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.3 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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