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Message from the Guest Editor

The role of rare earth elements (REE) in modern life and
their use in the chemical industry have increased at a
strikingly fast pace over the last three decades. Numerous
applications, including the fabrication of magnets,
superconductors, catalysts, and batteries, has caused a
significant spike in the demand for REE. More recently, an
increase of the use of radioactive isotopes of REE for
medicinal applications as novel cancer treatments and
imaging agents, namely 44,47Sc, 9 0 Y, 177Lu, and others, has
resulted in a rigorous search for novel and efficient
separation technologies. These technologies utilize varying
methodologies to achieve separation of individual rare
earth elements that are very similar in nature.

This Special Issue will focus on the development and
applications of state-of-the-art technologies and methods
for separating rare earth elements, including but not
limited to solvent extraction, ion exchange,
chromatography, and electrochemistry. The kinetics of the
mass transfer processes through the interface will be of
interest. Precedence will be given to unique and novel
approaches as well as the most recent developments in
the field.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Separations offers the scientific community a high-quality,
open-access journal option with rapid time-to-publication
without any sacrifice of a rigorous peer-review process. We
invite contributions ranging from fundamental
characterization and instrumentation development
through application of techniques to shed light on a broad
spectrum of separation science needs. Since inception,
Separations, has become unique in its combination of
rapid publication and thorough scientific content. We
invite you to consider us for your next contribution.
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Author Benefits

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), CAPlus / SciFinder, and
other databases.
Rapid Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is provided to
authors approximately 16 days after submission; acceptance to publication is
undertaken in 2.8 days (median values for papers published in this journal in the second
half of 2025).
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