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Crowd sensing is a relatively recent paradigm that
allows large groups of people to contribute to complex
problem solving through the sensing, collecting, and
sharing of data in disparate application domains. The
pervasiveness of mobile devices and, in particular,
recent technologies for context-awareness is providing
a significant impulse toward spreading this paradigm,
since approaches only based on people voluntarism
could limit its adoption. However, several new problems
need to be addressed for the large acceptance of crowd
sensing-based solutions—these are related to social
models for encouraging data acquisition and sharing;
sensing technologies allowing mobile devices to
automatically collect data around people; privacy and
security issues especially when data collected refer to
people, data quality, and reputation; as well as protocols
and architectures for decentralized acquisition,
communication and processing, and scalability
problems.
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Sensors is a leading journal devoted to fast publication
of the latest achievements of technological
developments and scientific research in the huge area
of physical, chemical and biochemical sensors,
including remote sensing and sensor networks. Both
experimental and theoretical papers are published,
including all aspects of sensor design, technology, proof
of concept and application. Sensors organizes Special
Issues devoted to specific sensing areas and
applications each year.
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