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This Special Issue of Safety is focused on international
mine safety. Mining, anywhere in the world, involves
working in potentially-hazardous conditions, which
require high levels of awareness of hazards and risks
involved; well-designed mine plans and mining
methods; and appropriate, proactive and responsive
mine management approaches. A particular
characteristic of mining hazards and associated risk
management is that the level and nature of hazards can
vary significantly from one day to another, as the mine
develops through different regions of the rock mass
where changing conditions prevail. The approaches
taken by mines to the important issue of mine safety can
vary significantly around the world, as can the hazard
levels and the different mining technologies and
systems. However, the universal goal must be "zero
harm" for all personnel.
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