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The Soil Moisture and Ocean Salinity (SMOS) mission, an
ESA Earth Explorer opportunity mission with
contributions from French and Spanish authorities, was
launched in November 2009. Twelve years later, the
mission is alive and well. As the first spaceborne passive
interferometer and L-band operational radiometer,
SMOS fills a significant gap by delivering global frequent
measurements of soil moisture and ocean salinity. As
the time spent in orbit becomes longer, processing
algorithms become more refined, and the quality of
calibration and retrievals improves, SMOS is supplying
unique time series for soil moisture and surface salinity
(the longest obtained from space to date); at the same
time, the mission continues to offer a continuous flow of
new unforeseen results, with unexpected incursions in
the domains of cryosphere, sea ice and climate change,
particularly when used in combination with data from
Aquarius and SMAP. SMOS data are now frequently
assimilated in operational numerical weather prediction
systems, where they are shown to make a meaningful
contribution to improving the forecasting of the global
hydrological cycle.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Remote Sensing is now a prominent international journal
of repute in the world of remote sensing and spatial
sciences, as a pioneer and pathfinder in open access
format. It has highly accomplished global remote
sensing scientists on the editorial board and a
dedicated team of associate editors. The journal
emphasizes quality and novelty and has a rigorous peer-
review process. It is now one of the top remote sensing
journals with a significant Impact Factor, and a goal to
become the best journal in remote sensing in the
coming years. I strongly recommend Remote Sensing
for your best research publications for a fast
dissemination of your research.
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