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Message from the Guest Editors
The United Nations has projected that the world will
have 43 megacities by 2030. Most of the fastest-
growing urban agglomerations or megacities will be in
developing countries in Asia and Africa. The high rate of
urbanization is expected to induce a further expansion
of built-up surfaces, and hence, alterations of land
surface temperatures (LST). The surface urban heat
island (SUHI), which refers to LST differences between
urban and non-urban areas, has been shown to affect
local climate variations, vegetation growth, and water
and air quality. Given the continued horizontal and
vertical urban developments, megacities in developing
countries are expected to be affected by SUHI and its
associated effects in the near future. The main focus of
this Special Issue is to contribute to SUHI science as
well as discuss the challenges and future research
prospects in megacities. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Remote Sensing is now a prominent international journal
of repute in the world of remote sensing and spatial
sciences, as a pioneer and pathfinder in open access
format. It has highly accomplished global remote
sensing scientists on the editorial board and a
dedicated team of associate editors. The journal
emphasizes quality and novelty and has a rigorous peer-
review process. It is now one of the top remote sensing
journals with a significant Impact Factor, and a goal to
become the best journal in remote sensing in the
coming years. I strongly recommend Remote Sensing
for your best research publications for a fast
dissemination of your research.
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