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Message from the Guest Editors

The major causes of land-cover change (LCC) and
degradation in several Asian countries are the rapid
increase in population and economic development.
Inappropriate land-use systems and land-tenure policies
are further importance causes of land degradation. The
other drivers of LCC and degradation include government
policies, inappropriate land management, etc. Variability in
weather, climate and socioeconomic factors also affect
LCC and degradation. Some of the impacts of LCC include
the disruption of biogeochemical cycles, radiation and the
energy balance of the surface–atmosphere interface.
Spatially explicit data are essential to documenting LCC
and degradation. It is very important to understand and
quantify the status and causes of LCC and degradation.
Due to its synoptic, multi-temporal, multi-spectral and
repetitive coverage capabilities, remote sensing can be
effectively used to quantify LCC degradation and
associated impacts. Furthermore, in South/Southeast
Asian countries, there is an increasing need to develop
consistent regional LUCC products useful for
environmental impact assessment and policymaking.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Remote Sensing is now a prominent international journal
of repute in the world of remote sensing and spatial
sciences, as a pioneer and pathfinder in open access
format. It has highly accomplished global remote sensing
scientists on the editorial board and a dedicated team of
associate editors. The journal emphasizes quality and
novelty and has a rigorous peer-review process. It is now
one of the top remote sensing journals with a significant
Impact Factor, and a goal to become the best journal in
remote sensing in the coming years. I strongly recommend
Remote Sensing for your best research publications for a
fast dissemination of your research.
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