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Message from the Guest Editors

The way people found and find strength and solace in
religion during mass atrocities is an understudied topic.
With this volume, we want to describe and discuss why
and how religious memories and sentiments were so
significant for victims of mass atrocity in the mind-
numbing environments of persecution, concentration
camps, and genocide. There are many descriptions of
how religious, literary, and philosophical communication
with the divine or the transcendent have helped people
overcome humiliation, starvation, and attempts to
destroy their identity and human dignity. Consequently,
we do not want to limit ourselves to institutionalized
religiosity but we will pay attention to collective religious
experiences. Throughout we will focus on the ways
religious feelings transform hate, revenge, and
resistance and how they can also be found in the many
ways people looked for new forms of connection and
distance. Questions we pose are about the way religion
could help retain a sense of selfhood, autonomy, and
resilience and how religion was a source of resistance.
We are keen to receive contributions approaching our
theme from a comparative perspective.

Guest Editors
Prof. Dr. Selma Leydesdorff

Faculty of Humanities, University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam 1012 WX,
The Netherlands
Prof. Dr. Eva Kovacs

1. Vienna Wiesenthal Institute for Holocaust Studies, 1010 Vienna,
Austria
2. Centre for Social Sciences, 1097 Budapest, Hungary

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (15 October 2021)

Religions

an Open Access Journal

by MDPI

Impact Factor 0.6
CiteScore 1.3

of E
mdpi.com/si/71970

Religions

Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +4161683 77 34
religions@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
religions



https://www.mdpi.com/si/71970
https://mdpi.com/journal/religions

Religions

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 0.6
CiteScore 1.3

i : %
e

mdpi.com/journal/
religions

About the Journal

Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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