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Message from the Guest Editor

During the liminal period of the late medieval into the
early modern eras, the gradual transition toward
inductive reasoning of the early Renaissance, religious
pluralism unleashed by the Protestant Reformation, and
adoption of individual rights theory and contractarianism
of the seventeenth century have furnished the
conditions necessary for the emergence of civil society
in the development of liberal democratic regimes.

This Special Issue of Religions will provide thoughtful
assessments on and critiques of the extent to which
religion poses a threat to contemporary civil society or
holds the promise of protecting its liberal democratic
character. Do religious values tend to undermine or
reinforce civil society’s ability to promote political
stability? To what extent, if any, are the political
dynamics of religious pluralism a threat to civil society?
We invite submissions that address these or other
related questions across a broad range of theoretical
and methodological approaches, including those of
comparative politics, history, law, philosophy, political
science, religious studies, or theology.

Guest Editor

Dr. John R. Pottenger

The University of Alabama in Huntsville, 301 Sparkman Drive, Huntsville,
AL 35899, USA

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (1 December 2020)

Religions

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 0.6
CiteScore 1.3

Religions

Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +4161683 77 34
religions@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
religions



https://www.mdpi.com/si/40259
https://mdpi.com/journal/religions

Religions

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 0.6
CiteScore 1.3

i : %
e

mdpi.com/journal/
religions

About the Journal

Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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