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The burgeoning focus on the role of religion and
spirituality in the development of children and
adolescents is intersecting with a heightened
awareness of unjust and highly stratified social contexts
threatening the positive development of all youth,
particularly those with marginalized identities. Religious
and spiritual influences have been described as elusive,
given that they are deeply embedded in the social and
cultural ecologies of family and community life, with this
imperceptibility contributing to their being overlooked
within developmental scholarship. This Special Issue
takes an equity stance by exploring who and what
religious and spiritual experiences may have been left
out of scholarship, or may be included in manners that
inadequately capture their nuance from ecologically
grounded, intersectional, and emic perspectives. In
particular, this Special Issue seeks to draw from
interdisciplinary conceptual frameworks and their
correspondingly diverse research methods to focus on
underrepresented populations, processes, and
outcomes that reflect religion and spiritual influences. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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