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The sins of reading (peccata lectionis), if they exist,
certainly connect the traditions of the Judeo-Christian
religions with what we know as secularized, professional
literary reading evolved in part out of the hermeneutics
of the Sacred Scriptures of these religions, and later, in
the 20th century, as professional reading in cultural
studies. This Special Issue explores whether the sins of
reading really exist and if so, how the essence of their
transgression can be expressed. The existence of the
sins of reading is a hypothesis that neither Judeo-
Christian religious studies and theology nor literary and
cultural studies can exhaustively confirm or refute by
themselves. 

Over the last forty years, the latter occasionally have
considered fiction and its professional reading as
something for which religious phenomenology can
provide an adequate interpretative framework.
Reflecting on the sins of reading, by examining the
phenomenon of reading, this Special Issue not only aims
to pave the way for the reconsideration of the
presumptions of religious hermeneutics, but also for all
thinking that is the result of professional interpretation.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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