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This Special Issue aims to provide context for how
healthcare practices benefit from or are impeded by a
person’s religious and/or spiritual (R/S) beliefs and
practices. We build on the work of George Engel (1977),
who, in describing the need to expand medicine from
biology alone to the biopsychosocial model, asked,
“When is Grief a Disease?”. Implicit in this question is
the answer that some things that may look like disease
are part of the lived human experience and can only be
understood in their cultural and social contexts. Recent
research has found that spirituality has a unique
vocabulary and place in healing, in addition to the
psychological and social realms. This Special Issue will
offer introductory essays that explore these ideas and
articles that provide specific examples from medical
practice, etc [...]
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About the Journal

Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science - fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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