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We would like to draw your attention to this Special
Issue, "Esoteric Buddhism in East Asia: Texts and
Rituals”, to be published by Religions
(https://www.mdpi.com/journal/religions/special_issues
/east_asian_religions). Contributors are invited to add to
the topic by presenting case studies addressing any
form of Esoteric Buddhism in China, Japan, Korea, or
India and Tibet while relevant, between the medieval
period and the present day. Research papers may focus
on, but are not limited to, the following topics:
- Textual analysis of Esoteric Buddhist manuals;
- Rituals and performances in Esoteric Buddhism;
- Images and paintings related to Esoteric Buddhism;
- The relationship between iconography and textuality in

Esoteric Buddhist culture;
- Monastic practices derived from Esoteric rituals or

texts;
- Material culture and objects harnessed by Esoteric

Buddhism;
- Doctrinal evolution in Esoteric Buddhism;
- Historical analysis of the trajectories of Esoteric

Buddhist traditions;
- Local and transnational transmission and

transformation of Esoteric Buddhism.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 24.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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