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This Special Issue on Sufism and contemporary Islamic
studies explores the role of Sufi thought in the
contemporary world. In particular, the Special Issue
explores how Sufi schools of thought and Sufi thinkers
have responded to the challenges of modernity,
globalization, secularization, and the rise of Islamic
radicalism, Islamic fundamentalism, militant Islam, and
Salafi thought, as well as the various interpretations of
theological concepts that have influenced and shaped
Islamic beliefs throughout Islamic history. This Special
Issue explores the relationship between Sufism and
politics, as well as the role of Sufism in the relationship
between Islam and the West.
This Special Issue welcomes contributions on how
Sufism (1) provides a counter thought to Islamic
extremism, (2) serves as a bridge between Islam and the
West, (3) brings solutions to crises affecting Muslim
societies, (4) promotes cultural dialogues, and (5)
eradicates religious violence and extremism. It also
welcomes contributions focusing on Western attitudes
towards Sufism and the influence of Sufism on Western
thought and cultures.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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