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Culture and religion are powerful forces in the rulings of
human sexual behaviour and Arab-Islamic cultures do
not form an exception to that rule. Islam has developed
its own rulings and values of sexually acceptable
behaviour, but one has to realize that Islam exists in
many shapes and that it is possible to find sexual rulings
that vary from very strict to very open. On top of that, it is
hard to discuss sexuality in Islam without looking at
cultural influences, sometimes dating from the pre-
Islamic period in this same domain. The debate on
sexual diversity and the position of LGBTQ+ persons in
the Arab-Islamic world affects participants of different
origins and convictions, and does not only take place in
the Arab-Islamic world, but also in Arab and Muslim
communities outside the Arab-Islamic world, in the West
in particular. The editors of the Special Issue invite
academics and researchers to submit contributions, in
which they treat a subject that fits the theme and are
either based on developments in the past or the
present, provided that both types of contributions are
written in the light of the present debate on sexuality in
Arab Islamic cultures.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community
- disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.
Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an
exceptional, exciting enterprise ready to reward your
trust, attention, and participation.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, AHCI (Web of Science), ATLA
Religion Database, Religious and Theological Abstracts,
and other databases.

Journal Rank:
CiteScore - Q1 (Religious Studies)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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